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Chairperson’s message

“But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring 
you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. Today in the town of David, a Savior has been 
born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.’”
– Luke 2:10-11

A note from my bible: Everyone wants to be happy 
and we can make chasing this elusive ideal a lifelong 
pursuit, but when things go wrong happiness flees and 
despair sets in. In contrast to happiness stands Joy. Joy 
is the quiet, confident assurance of God’s love and 
work in our lives – that he will be there no matter 
what happens. Happiness depends on happenings, but 
joy depends on Christ.

I pray that you are all finding time in the midst of the busyness to prepare for the coming of Jesus, and that 
you and your families will experience joy and peace this Christmas and through out 2026.

Since the last newsletter we have been busy with Anointed, Made for More, a retreat and 4 prayer group 
visits with Sr Joan and a 5th visit where Engelbert filled in for Sr Joan. Then we had our combined prayer 
groups Christmas party.

It was great to see so many prayer group members praising God and sharing food, fun and fellowship at 
our end of year event on Saturday November 29th . I give thanks to all those who helped with various 
tasks. I would like to thank my team, Engelbert, Elsa, Nigel and Noel, also Fr Rory and all prayer group 
leaders and core team members for all the prayer, time and effort they have put into activities this year. 
Special thanks goes to Engelbert who organised all the events for Sr Joan’s visit.

We are starting 2026 with our community event, Praise in the Park, to be held at Selwyn Domain, at 
Mission Bay on Sunday February 15th, 4-6pm. (or rain day -Sat Feb 21st). We really want to see all of you 
joining together with us in praising God and witnessing to passersby by our presence. From 5.30-6pm we 
will have Adoration. Please keep this event in your daily prayers.

After Easter 2026 we plan to run a Life in the Spirit Seminar for parishes in the Auckland Central Deanery, 
Tuesday evenings at Sacred Heart Hall, Ponsonby. As we come to the end of the year let us give thanks and 
praise to God for all the grace and blessings we have received from Him this year. 

Wishing you and your families a blessed and safe Christmas and New Year, and a time of refreshment. 
Please continue to keep all members of the Renewal in your prayers.

Deidre and team



Our Vision
To lead people into a deeper personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Saviour and develop the fullness of the 
Holy Spirit in the lives of all believers, 
especially by restoring the Gifts of the 
Holy Spirit as a normal part of Catholic 
Church life.

Mission Statement
ACCPGN seeks to serve the Catholic 
Church by being one of the agents and 
instruments of the Holy Spirit working 
for the ongoing renewal and growth of 
the Church today.

PRAISE IN THE PARK: A celebration and outreach organised by ACCPGN members and helpers from 
other groups,  at Selwyn Domain, Mission Bay. 15 FEBRUARY 2026 | 4 PM – 6 PM |   (or rain day 

Sat Feb 21st)

The programme includes Praise and Worship, 
personal testimonies and the gospel message — 
followed by a time of Eucharistic Adoration with 
traditional Catholic hymns, offering space for 
reflection and encounter with the Lord. We need 
your presence and other support.If you can assist 
with singing, administration, sponsorship, prayer 
ministry, health & safety, intercession, or practical 
help on the day such as setting up, talking to 
enquirers, feeding helpers,etc please get in touch:  
Engelbert Dsouza | engelbert.dsouza@yahoo.com | 
021 0234 6853 or emailaucklandccr@gmail.com 

We still need sponsors and donors, as entry on the 
day will be free. Tax-deductible donations can be 
made to: Account: 03-0275-0340098-02. ACCPGN is 
a registered charity with the Charities Commission. 
A tax-deductible donation receipt will be provided 
— email the date of donation, the amount, your full 
name, address and email address to: 
aucklandccr@gmail.com.
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Some takeaways from Sr Joan
We all have a God hole in our heart that can ony be filled by God. In talk 2 on Discernment Sr Joan 
spoke about St Ignatius and Ignation Discernment and referred to a book written by Fr Tim Gallagher. 
This article popped up in my emails this week. Desolation, the Grinch, and Our Savior, from the 
Ignation Discernment Institute. If you click on the Discernment tab in this link you can get more 
information about Ignation Discernment, suitable for all Christians https:// www.discernment.
institute/desolation- the-grinch-and-our-savior? In Sr Joan’s talk on Spiritual Warfare the message was 
for each of us to stand our ground and trust in God in difficult times, like Joshua and Caleb, or David 
facing Goliath with his sling shot. Read the bible and note how often God has saved his people. Identify 
the ‘giants’ in your life and use the Word of God, prayer, praise, devotions, sacramentals and the 
sacraments to build up your faith, then trust in God to help you defeat them. Feel the fear but don’t be 
afraid, trust in God, He has good plans for you.

At the retreat Day Sr Joan emphasised the importance of giving thanks and praise in all circumstances. 
Also she encouraged us to pray and praise in tongues frequently. I noticed in prayer ministry Sr Joan 
always asked permission and then prayed in tongues, allowing the Holy Spirit to work and to guide her 
prayer. She emphasised the need to ‘know’ Jesus and the importance of both Contemplation and 
Mission. She suggested some ways to evangelise: in your morning prayer give God permission to use 
you, carry scripture cards and o1er them to people, engage people in conversaton then offer to pray 
with them, be ready to share a brief testimony, if appropriate ask if they would like to pray a 
commitment prayer to Jesus.

Thank you
In August we were sad to receive Anne Changaiya’s resignation from service group. Anne had been 
with us for a few years, and contributed to all our activities. We especially appreciated her warm 
and caring personality and her organisational, IT and social media skills. Thank you Anne for all you 
did for ACCPGN. We wish you well with your future plans.

The national exec team remains the same as 2025 Coordinator: 
Josie Olsen - Wgtn
Vice coordinator: Vanessa Nathan – Auckland COG coordinator
Secretary: Gloria Stafford – Wgtn
Treasurer: Mike Conroy - Hamilton
Liaison priest: - Fr Kevin Connors - Wgtn
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International news and events in case you are thinking of travelling in 2026 Extract from a report 
from Diana Ingle:  

I was able to  represent NZ (and Oceania?) at the international Charis Commission on Ministries in 
Pittsburgh. The meeting was held at the 'Ark and the Dove' retreat centre , the birthplace of CCR in the 
USA , from the 19th to the 21st of November. 

The suggested purpose of the ministries commission is aligned with the purpose and mission of Charis, 
therefore is focused on building unity and collaboration and networking together for the goals of 
CHARIS. During the 3 days we already found ways we can support one another in our ministries.   For 
example Shalom TV needs content and people at the meeting can provide that,  NET and other 
ministries needs promotion, we can promote each other's work, I need a film crew to make videos of 
my new small group course and someone there offered me accommodation,  studio space and a film 
crew.

CHARIS Australia National Conference 2026 -  STAND UP

6pm Thursday 11 June - 9pm Saturday 13 June 2026
Venue: Servants of Jesus, Seven Hills

Keynote Speaker Mary Healy Dr Mary Healy is professor of Scripture at Sacred Heart Major Seminary in 
Detroit. She is a bestselling author, an international speaker and a longstanding leader in Charismatic 
Renewal.   Dr Healy serves on the Pontifical Biblical Commission as a member of the Pentecostal –
Catholic International Dialogue for the Pontifical Council for promoting Christian Unity, and as a 
consultor to the Dicastery for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments.

2nd Worldwide Intercessors’ Conference 
São Paulo (Brazil), August 5th  – August 8th, 2026
For more information or to register: click the link/title above.

Some reading/reflection material for your prayer time
Spend time with God.   
Looking back I saw that this in our 2024 December newsletter. It’s still relevant so I include it again. Its 
taken from Listening to the Voice of God  An extract from Pray More Advent Retreat talk by Andrew 
Swafford.  https://praymoreretreat.org/2024-advent-retreat/

Mental prayer. What I mean by that is listening prayer. For me, before the blessed sacrament, it's been 
so, so powerful. It doesn't have to be before the blessed sacrament. It could just be at home with 
scripture. But the key thing is you are asking the Lord personal questions and you're listening. Because 
the reality is we can do a lot of vocal prayer and live a double life. Sad to say, but it's true. But it's really 
hard to enter into this kind of listening prayer and live a double life because the silence is just too loud. 
Generally for most people if you go before the Lord in that silence and you ask the Lord, "What in my 
life needs to change?" And you listen. "How are you prompting me? How are you calling me?" It won't 
be riveting every time, but if you do that over a period of time, I promise you your life will never be the 
same.
Contemplative prayer CCC 2709 – 2719 Or listen to Catechism in a Year Day 347 read by  Fr Mike Schmit 
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